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GIVING A VOICE TO ANIMALS
Guided by the humane ethic, the Montreal SPCA’s mission is to:
Protect animals from negligence,
abuse, and exploitation;

Represent their interests and ensure
their well-being;

Raise public awareness and help
develop compassion for all living
beings.

A WORD FROM THE DIRECTOR
The year 2016 was marked by the adoption of Montreal’s breed-specific legislation (BSL) and
the battle led by the Montreal SPCA and its allies to invalidate it.
On June 8, 2016, Ms. Christiane Vadnais passed away after being attacked by a dog in her backyard.
In the weeks following this tragic event, the Mayor of Montreal announced that the City would adopt a by-law targeting specific breeds in order to prohibit “pit bulls” on its territory. Despite the Montreal SPCA’s efforts – and those of many groups and
citizens – to promote a more effective measure, the by-law was adopted on September 26, 2016.
Yet, there is a broad consensus that BSL is expensive, unfair
and ineffective in reducing the risks or severity of dog bites.
The Montreal SPCA proposes an effective solution to ensure the population’s safety: prevention measures, such as
pet sterilization and awareness-raising for the public, owner
responsibility and clear, fair procedures for defining dogs as
“dangerous” on the basis of behaviour and expert opinion.

I’m particularly proud of the work accomplished by our staff
and volunteers in 2016 and I’m grateful for the great generosity of our donors, without whom none of this would be
possible.
All these animals’ lives were saved as the result of an extraordinary collective effort.

The adoption of BSL can have disastrous consequences for a
shelter such as ours, namely the impossibility of finding new
homes in Montreal for dogs targeted by the by-law, even if
they are healthy and behaviourally-sound. Furthermore, the
definition of targeted dogs is broad and subjective, making it
impossible to determine which dogs are banned.
The day after the by-law was adopted, the Montreal SPCA
immediately took measures, filing a lawsuit against the City.
A judge of the Quebec Superior Court ruled in favour of the
SPCA and ordered a stay (suspension) of the application of
the sections targeting “pit bull type dogs” until a hearing
could be held on the merits. The City appealed this decision and the stay was overturned, allowing the regulation to
come into effect. Nonetheless, we remained determined to
fight this unjust and ineffective regulation to the end, and we
continue preparing for the next stages.
Although the battle against BSL has claimed many resources
this year, our teams have continued their work, conducting
hundreds of investigations, caring for over 16,000 animals,
managing TNRM (trap, neuter, release and maintain) programs, sterilizing the companion animals of low-income families and educating the population with campaigns against
horse-drawn carriages and fur.

Élise Desaulniers
Executive Director of the Montreal SPCA

SPECIAL EVENTS IN 2016

The following celebrities generously
contributed their talent and influence
in support of the Montreal SPCA and
its mission to help animals.

BEASTS OF FASHION

PAMELA ANDERSON
actress and animal rights activist

The third edition of the annual Beasts
of Fashion gala, which took place at
the Paradoxe Theatre on November
10th, 2016, took a decidedly brilliant
turn with the theme «Love under the
stars». During this fundraising evening
– where rhinestones and sequins shone
brightly – guests had the chance to admire our canine models parading on
stage with panache and to taste delicious vegan delights. This gala brought
together over 550 people for a celebration of the beauty and spirit of animals
and raised more than $191,000.

MEAGAN DUHAMEL
athlete and Olympic medalist
KARL HARDY
TV host and blogger
JEAN LABOURDETTE
artist
GEORGES LARAQUE
former hockey player and TV host
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SIA CONCERT

SIA
singer and advocate for shelter
animal adoption

On October 23rd, 2016, the Montreal SPCA had the honor of being invited by singer Sia to her concert at the Bell Center. During this event, we
were able to promote the importance of adoption in the company of several wonderful dogs, as well as inform the public about our campaign
www.saferkindercommunities.com.

GRIFF
In collaboration with the Canadian Federation of Humane Societies (CFHS),
the Montreal SPCA presented the third edition of the GRIFF, the Just for
Cats Video Festival, on Saturday, August 27th at Molson Park. The event was
hosted by TV star and animal lover Karl Hardy. Montrealers got together for
the screening of a compilation of the best cat videos during this festive feline
day for families.

SNOUT & ABOUT
Despite the rain on June 12th, 2016, the sixth edition of the annual AnimaPlus
Snout & About walk attracted hundreds of people and their dogs. The event
raised $56,625 to help the Montreal SPCA fight animal cruelty.

A big thank you to our sponsors
and partners for their support
during our events:
Centre Vétérinaire Laval,
Centre Vétérinaire Rive-Sud,
Clinique Dentaire Ho,
Global News Montréal,
Groupe vétérinaire AnimaPlus,
I Love Tyler Madison,
i24 Image.com,
Le Marché Du Store,
Mondou,
Old Montréal Dog Society,
PWL Capital,
Royal Canin,
Skedaddle.

2016 REVENUES
The Montreal SPCA is extremely grateful to all the generous supporters who help
us fulfill our mission. In 2016, 30,152 individual donors and 345 charitable organizations and companies lent a helping hand. Our monthly donation program “Paw
Partner” continues to be a success, with 4,200 monthly donors.

30,152 individual donors

345 charitable organizations and companies

4,200 “Paw Partner” donors
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*To view our 2016 financial statements, visit the electronic version
of the report available at www.spca.com.
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ANIMAL CARE
In 2016, we treated and cared for over 16,000 animals, many of whom
had been abused, neglected, lost or injured.
Founded in 1869, the Montreal SPCA was the first animal welfare society
founded in Canada and is currently the largest animal-protection organization in Quebec, providing care to a wide variety of animals every year.
Our compassionate veterinarians and animal-health technicians play an essential role in the well-being of our animals. Their main objective is to offer
high-quality medical and emergency care to our animals, including physical
exams, basic vaccinations, deworming and sterilization services. We are
available to receive animals 24 hours a day, seven days a week.

MITTENS
893

1,049 *

EXOTIC &
FARM ANIMALS

TNRM CATS

1,761
DOGS

TOTAL
16,074

6,379
CATS

The Mittens-Montreal SPCA Targeted
Permanent Sterilization Clinic (Gabrielle
Carrière, chief veterinarian) has been
providing accessible sterilization services for cats and dogs since 2015. Intended exclusively for a specific clientele of low-income pet owners, this
clinic is a proactive initiative aimed at
helping to counter Quebec’s pet overpopulation problem.

2,729

WILDLIFE

TNRM
**
3,263**

“MITTENS”
ANIMALS

*Number of feral cats sterilized by our TNRM program
**Number of animals treated by our targeted sterilization program

In 2010, we launched a sterilization
program for feral cats called TNRM
(trap, neuter, release and maintain) –
to tackle feline overpopulation in
Montreal in an effective and ethical
way. Thanks to this program, 1,049 feral cats were sterilized in 2016.

INSPECTION
Inspectors are responsible for enforcing the provisions of the Criminal Code dealing with crimes against animals, as well as Quebec’s provincial animal welfare legislation – namely the Animal Welfare and Safety Act and the Regulation Respecting
the Safety and Welfare of Cats and Dogs. In 2016, the Montreal SPCA’s Investigations and Inspections Department received over 10,000 complaints and reports,
and inspected 18,213 animals, all species combined. A total of 194 animals were
seized as a result of these investigations, and several criminal and penal charges
were laid.
Over 10,000 complaints and reports
Inspected 18,213 animals

TWO CASES WITH A HAPPY ENDING
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On January 14, 2016, the Montreal
SPCA seized two dogs, eleven turkeys,
two pheasants, and five partridges and
removed a number of deceased animals from a property located in the
Lanaudière region. An investigation by
its inspection department revealed the
deplorable conditions in which the animals were being kept and led to their
seizure under the Criminal Code. The
animals were safely removed from the

premises and received all the attention
and veterinary care that they required
during their stay at the SPCA. Since
this time, all these animals have been
placed in adoptive homes or sanctuaries. The offender was sentenced to
pay $1,500 in fines and is now prohibited from owning animals for a fiveyear period.

Following a complaint from Mercy For
Animals Canada (MFA), the Montreal
SPCA opened an investigation into
allegations of cruelty and neglect at
a milk-fed veal farm located in Pont
Rouge. MFA had filmed disturbing
images that sent shock waves across
the province. As a result of the SPCA’s
investigation, Éric Dame, a former employee of the facility, was found guilty

of subjecting the animals to abuse and
mistreatment in 2016. He was sentenced to a $4,000 fine and will be
prohibited from possessing more than
five animals at a time for a period of 15
years.

ANIMAL ADVOCACY

CUT THE CHAIN
The Montreal SPCA continued its Cut
the Chain campaign, first launched in
2015 and aimed at banning the permanent chaining of dogs in Quebec.
The sad reality is that a very large number of dogs in this province live out
their entire lives permanently chained
outdoors, essentially condemned to
life in prison. And at the present time,
this is completely legal. On the website
www.CutTheChain.ca, citizens have
been able to demand that the Quebec
Government ban this cruel practice.
Over 30,000 people have already participated by sending letters to the Ministre de l’Agriculture, des Pêcheries et de
l’Alimentation du Québec (MAPAQ). This
campaign will continue until permanent chaining is banned.
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SAFER, KINDER COMMUNITIES
The Montreal SPCA has been very proactive in fighting Montreal’s breed
specific legislation. Not only has the organization proposed effective bite
prevention and animal control solutions with its Safer, Kinder Communities
campaign, the SPCA has also filed a lawsuit against the City of Montreal.
With the success of its campaign – which has collected over 58,000 signatures – its legal proceedings and informational events explaining the effects
of a breed ban to the public, the SPCA did not go unnoticed. The organization
is extremely grateful for the support it has received, both locally and internationally. Visit www.SaferKinderCommunities.com for details.

MAKE FUR HISTORY
This year, the SPCA again encouraged the public to participate in its action-oriented Make Fur History campaign, which aims to raise awareness of
the plight of animals in the commercial fur trade and to encourage consumers to shop cruelty-free when looking to purchase winter coats and accessories. Visit www.MakeFurHistory.com to learn more.

SAVED FROM THE END
OF A CHAIN
Rocky is a charming pooch, born in a
doghouse to a mother who was chained
outdoors. He too spent the first two
years of his life at the end of a chain.
Fortunately, Rocky was rescued by a
Montreal SPCA inspector. Having never experienced life free from a chain,
he did not know how to jump into a car,
or even how to play with toys. As soon
as he arrived at the SPCA, our team
gave him all the care and love he deserved. Soon after, a family came to adopt
him and he got to know the joys of life
in a home!

HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS

VOLUNTEERS

To end 2016, the Montreal SPCA welcomed over 30 dogs rescued from slaughter at the Yulin dog meat festival in China by the Humane Society International
(HSI)/Canada. Since this time, these dogs have been placed in loving homes
where they have the chance to live happily and in good health.

Back in 1869, a group of prominent
volunteer citizens got together and
founded the Montreal SPCA. Ever
since this time, enthusiastic animal
lovers have been enriching the organization with their compassion and dedication. The SPCA is fortunate to be
able to count on 350 volunteers who
assist the shelter seven days a week
throughout the year.

THE MONTREAL SPCA ONLINE

We also wish to thank our 2016 Board
of Directors for their wonderful
support and guidance:
Wendy Adams | Jayne Arden
Don Belic | Isabelle Brodeur
Leonard Freedman | Dr. Kim Langlois
Pierre Lessard | Antonietta Melchiorre
Lucy Modesti | Rick Sala

Compassion blog
The Montreal SPCA introduced its new Compassion blog, which is a gold mine of
information about animals and the different ways to protect them on a daily basis.
Readers discover tasty recipes, learn about brands that care about animal welfare,
and get tips for caring for animals of various species.

Social media @spcamontreal
Every year, the Montreal SPCA gets thousands of new social media followers. In
2016, nearly 30,000 people joined the SPCA’s Facebook community. The organization continues to be active on Twitter to promote campaigns related to animal
advocacy.
This year, the SPCA also increased its presence on social media by launching an
Instagram page, which highlights daily life behind-the-scenes at the shelter.

Follow the Montreal SPCA
@SPCAMontreal | blog.spca.com

A HIGHLIGHT FOR
HOME CHEFS
The Montreal SPCA’s
recipe book
Designed with love by SPCA volunteers, the Kind Foods* cookbook,
launched in 2016, features dozens
of easy-to-make and delicious vegan
dishes like hummus, pizza, burgers
and desserts to share with family and
friends. In addition to funding the work
of the Montreal SPCA, this book is an
invitation to take part in the growing
community of people who care about
their health, the environment and animals.
*Following the success of Kind Foods, the
Montreal SPCA released Saveurs Véganes (available in bookstores for $24.95, in French only).
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